
Read, Reflect and Pray                                                     For Ascension Day 

Read: Acts 1 v 6 – 11 (On the Mount of Olives) They (the 
Disciples) gathered round Him and asked Him, “Lord, are you 
at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel ?” He 
said to them “It is not for you to know the times or dates 
the Father has set by His own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria and to 
the ends of the earth. After He said this He was taken up 
before their very eyes and a cloud hid Him from their sight.   They were looking up intently 
into the sky as He was going when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them.. 
“Men of Galilee” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven will come back in the same way you have seen Him 
go into heaven”. 

Reflect: I will confess that as a young Christian I hadn’t thought a great deal about the 
Second Coming until, at the Keswick Convention, I found myself in a crowd of 5,000 people 
singing this hymn that you can now find in Mission Praise  (no 347) and it was then I knew 
that, with all my heart I wanted it to happen. I invite you to reflect on it and to make it your 
own prayer.                                                     (It can also be found on You tube) 

 ‘It may be at morn when the new day is waking, When sunlight through darkness and shadow 
is breaking, that Jesus will come in the fullness of Glory to receive from the world His own.   
O Lord Jesus, how long? How long ere we shout the glad song, “Christ returneth, hallelujah, 
hallelujah, amen, Hallelujah amen”. 

It may be at mid-day, it may be at twilight, it maybe perchance that the blackness of 
midnight will burst into light in the blaze of His glory, when Jesus receives His own.  O Lord 
Jesus . . . . . . 

While hosts cry ‘Hosanna’ from heaven descending, with glorified saints and the angels 
attending, with grace on His brow like a halo of glory, will Jesus receive His own. O Lord 
Jesus . . . . . 

O joy! O delight! Should we go without dying; no sickness, no sadness, no dread and no crying; 
caught up through the clouds with our Lord into glory, when Jesus receives His own. O Lord 
Jesus, how long? How long ere we shout the glad song, “Christ returneth, hallelujah, 
Hallelujah, amen, hallelujah amen.” 

Pray: Ask God to develop within your mind and heart a deep longing for the Second Coming 
of Jesus and to show you how to live to be prepared for His return. 

 


